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| Lightning from Heaven, with an Account of the Dread- 
|. ful Storm that hapned there, on Thurſday the 84 
'} of February, 1683. to the Afſtoniſhment of all 


— the Inhabicants. 
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LL men muft/ grant that extraordinary Signs in the Hea- 
vers and upuſual. Combuſtions of the Elements, are ex- 
preſſions by which the Creator of all things ſpeaks to the 
Sons of Mortals; And, amongſt the reſt, Dreadful Storms 
of Wind, Thunder and Lightning, have' been' often ob- 
ſerved apparently to expreſs his diſpleaſure, againſt pat- 
ticular aftions. of men.; -- -- ©. 

{| None that profeſs Chriſtianity denying but that by the Storm, &c. which 
| Tent the Temple at the time of qur Bleffed Seviowrs Crucifixion, was an . 
4 Immediare fignification from Heawens an well bf the GreatneG of that Perſon 
LS Who fuffered as of 'the unparalell'd Ingraticude of the Jews to CO. 
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But to leave that which all Chriſtian-men allow 3 It 1s evident that in 
all Ages, the wickedneſs of men hath drawn inferences from ſuch-extraordi- 
nary accidents to ſerve their reſpective Intereſts 3 every. one bclieving that 
the threatnings of Almightly are againſt thoſe, who oppoſe his particular 
Faction. 

I makethis deviation, becauſea fault too ripe 1n our divided Age 3 where- 
in the Laws made for the preſervation of the Nation in Peace and Unity 
Cand the moſt wholſom, certainly, that the World affords) being uneafie to 
the Lovers of Diviſjon 3 If they ſuffer for their diſobedience thereto, they 
aſcribe 4}! the Calamities that happen to be.ſent for the hardſhips ( as they 
accqunt 5t) uſed to:them forgetting in the mean time the words of qur Saviour 
Let noe of you ſuffer as an evil doer ; And*of the Bleſſed Apoſile, Let every 
Soul be ſabjec# to the Higher Powers, fur there * n0 Power but of God, Oc. with 
others of like Narure. 

To return to our preſent ſubjet; On Thxrſday the 8th of Febraary, 1683. 
about two a Clock in the Morping, a Terrible and. Dreadful Storm of Wind, 
Rain, Hail, Thunder 'and Lightning bapned in the'parts about -Greas Tar- 
204th, \n the County of Norfov/k 5 which was ſo alſtomſhing, that it Rowzed 
the Drowfſie Inhabitants of the Town from their Couches, 1n expeRation 
that the Frame of all things amongſt them would be overturned; the Seas 
ſwelled to an unuſual height, working much dammage. to perſuns of all forts; 
Bur that more particularly remarkable wasz. the 'Pingele of the Steeple, *at the 
Great Church, was broken; down 3 the es rent by: the violence of the 
Thunder, and. afterwards Fired by.the. Lightning which. Burnt. down the | 
Croſ;, and continuing to Burn for the ſpace of four Hours 3 fo much of the 
Steeple 1s faln down, that it's feared the Saylers, who are abroad, when they 
return upon that Coaſt, will be much Incomoded for want of: their antient Sea- 
mark. All whichwas to the exceeding great affright-and amazement of the 
Inhabitants, as well as admiration to others, who- have ſince been there as 
SpeRators.: 3 41 . 3 Te 

And whereas in that Town, as well as other parts of the Kingdom, divers 
people have uſed tomeet at unlawful Conventicles, in contempt of Religion 
and Law, as now Eſtabliſhed; becauſe one of thoſe Meetings was vufed with 
ſome Severity three or four Days before, by the Magiſtrates of that places 
ſuch, who wreſt all things to their own ſenſe, will needs have that unuſual 
Storm ſent. as a Judgment upon the Great Church; wherein the worſhip of 
God is more Solemaly performed. And it having been privately promo- 
ted- amongſt that'ſort of people,. that the ſaid Thxnder Storm hapned imme- 
diately upon the difturbance of their Conventicle 5 I thought this Relation 
not altogether improper toinform the World of that miſtake. | 
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